TOP TEN FICTION
A Bi-weekly Recommended List for Middle School Readers
Curated by Mrs. Virginia Weaver, Glenfield School Librarian

Cameron, Sharon. The Knowing. New York: Scholastic, 2017.

Samara is one of the Knowing, and the Knowing do not forget. Hidden deep in the comfort and splendor of her underground city, a
refuge from the menace of a coming Earth, Samara learns what she should have never known and creates a memory so terrible she
cannot live with it. So she flees, to Canaan, the lost city of her ancestors, to Forget.

Gratz, Alan. Prisoner B-3087. Scholastic, 2013.

When Hitler’s army entered and occupied his native Kraków, 10-year-old Yanek knew his life might change, but he had no idea of the
horror that lay ahead. His remarkable survival story begins with a dramatic, emotional punch and then chronicles such moments as his
secretive bar mitzvah in a warehouse basement, the systematic round up of Jews, and his deportation to the Plaszow concentration
camp, the first of 10 camps he would suffer but survive. He recalls encounters with such Nazi figures as the sadistic Amon Goeth and
describes acts of wanton, viscious brutality. In an appended note, Gratz explains that the novel is based on actual events in survivor
Jack Gruener’s life but he has “taken liberties with some times and events” to provide a better overview. The account includes basic
historical information including essential aspects of WWII.

Henry, April. The Girl I Used to Be. New York: Scholastic, 2016.

When Olivia's mother was killed, everyone suspected her father of murder. But his whereabouts remained a mystery. Fast forward
fourteen years. New evidence now proves Olivia's father was actually murdered on the same fateful day her mother died. That means
there's a killer still at large. It's up to Olivia to uncover who that may be. But can she do that before the killer tracks her down first?

Hirsch, Jeff. The Eleventh Plague. Scholastic, 2011

In the aftermath of a war, America’s landscape has been ravaged and two-thirds of the population left dead from a vicious strain of
influenza. Fifteen-year-old Stephen Quinn and his family were among the few that survived and became salvagers, roaming the country
in search of material to trade. But when Stephen’s grandfather dies and his father falls into a coma after an accident, Stephen finds his
way to Settler’s Landing, a community that seems too good to be true. Then Stephen meets strong, defiant, mischievous Jenny, who
refuses to accept things as they are. And when they play a prank that goes horribly wrong, chaos erupts, and they find themselves in
the midst of a battle that will change Settler’s Landing--and their lives--forever

Horowitz, Anthony. Alex Rider Point Blank. New York: Penguin, 2017.

When an investigation into a series of mysterious deaths leads agents to an elite prep school for rebellious kids, MI6
assigns Alex Rider to the case. Before he knows it, Alex is hanging out with the sons of the rich and powerful, and
something feels wrong. These former juvenile delinquents have turned well-behaved, studious—and identical—
overnight. It's up to Alex to find out who is masterminding this nefarious plot, before they find him.
Hunter, Erin. Broken Pride. New York: Scholastic 2017.

"For generations, the animals of the African plains have followed a single rule: only kill to survive. But when an unthinkable act of
betrayal shatters the peace, the fragile balance between predators and prey will rest in the paws of three unlikely heroes"

Kirby, Matthew J. Last Descendants: an Assassin’s Creed Series. Scholastic, 2016.
Nothing in Owen's life has been right since his father died in prison, accused of a crime Owen is certain he didn't commit. Monroe, the
IT guy at school, might finally bring Owen the means to clear his father's name by letting him use an Animus-a device that lets users
explore genetic memories buried within their own DNA. During a simulation, Owen comes uncovers the existence of a powerful relic
long considered a legend-the Trident of Eden. Now two secret organizations will stop at nothing to take possession of this artifact-the
Brotherhood of Assassins and the Templar Order. It becomes clear the only way to save himself is to find the Trident first.

Littman, Sarah Darer. In Case You Missed It. New York: Scholastic, 2017.

Sammy Wallach's plans for the end of her junior year include sneaking out to the city to see her favorite band and getting Jamie Moss
to ask her to the faux prom, but when the international bank her father works for is hacked she suddenly finds her and her family's
whole digital world, emails, photos, journal, exposed for everyone to see--and the repercussions are making all their lives a misery.

McKenzie, Paige. The Awakening of Sunshine Girl. New York: Scholastic: 2016.

Sunshine Griffith can communicate with ghosts. Even more amazing, she recently discovered--with the help of her would-be
boyfriend, Nolan--that's she's a luiseach, one of an ancient race of creatures who have lived among humans for centuries,
protecting them from dark spirits and helping them move on to the afterlife. Now, Sunshine's powers are awakening and she
feels spirits everywhere ... Eager to get her supernatural abilities under control, Sunshine agrees to begin training with her
mentor, her estranged father Aidan. He takes her to an abandoned compound deep in the Mexican jungle. But what she learns
there about her powers, and her family history, turns out to be more terrifying than Sunshine could have imagined..."--Provided
by publisher

Sepetys, Ruta. Between Shades of Gray. Scholastic, 2011.

Sepetys' first novel offers a harrowing and horrifying account of the forcible relocation of countless Lithuanians in the wake of the
Russian invasion of their country in 1939. In the case of 16-year-old Lina, her mother, and her younger brother, this means deportation
to a forced-labor camp in Siberia, where conditions are all too painfully similar to those of Nazi concentration camps. Lina's great hope
is that somehow her father, who has already been arrested by the Soviet secret police, might find and rescue them. A gifted artist, she
begins secretly creating pictures that can--she hopes--be surreptitiously sent to him in his own prison camp. Whether or not this will be
possible, it is her art that will be her salvation, helping her to retain her identity, her dignity, and her increasingly tenuous hold on hope
for the future. Many others are not so fortunate. Sepetys, the daughter of a Lithuanian refugee, estimates that the Baltic States lost
more than one-third of their populations during the Russian genocide. Though many continue to deny this happened, Sepetys'
beautifully written and deeply felt novel proves the reality is otherwise. Hers is an important book that deserves the widest possible
readership.

** Reviews of these books are from the publisher

